
 

Academic Dishonesty Language for Course Outlines 
 

“Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other 
fraudulent means and can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero 
on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation 
reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or 
expulsion from the university. 
 
It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.  For 
information on the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the 
Academic Integrity Policy, specifically Appendix 3, located at 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/senate/academic/ac_integrity.htm 
 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 

1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for 
which other credit has been obtained. (Insert specific course 
information, e.g. style guide) 

2. Improper collaboration in group work. (Insert specific course 
information) 

3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
 
(If applicable)  In this course we will be using a web-based service 
(Turnitin.com) to reveal plagiarism.  Students will be expected to submit their 
work electronically to Turnitin.com and in hard copy so that it can be checked for 
academic dishonesty.  Students who do not wish to submit their work to 
Turnitin.com must still submit a copy to the instructor.  No penalty will be 
assigned to a student who does not submit work to Turnitin.com.  All submitted 
work is subject to normal verification that standards of academic integrity have 
been upheld (e.g., Google search, etc.).  To see Guidelines for the Use of 
Turnitin.com, please go to www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity.” 
 
Approved by Senate:  May 12, 2003 
Revisions approved by Senate:  April 13, 2005 


