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                                          Privacy at McMaster

                                            The Privacy Office (University Secretariat) is responsible for ensuring organizational compliance with relevant legislation, acting as a source of advice, guidance, and policy direction to ensure McMaster complies with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA), the Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL), and other relevant legislation.  McMaster University is committed to openness and transparency of its operations, activities, policies, and procedures through regular publications, training and online resources.  
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                                                          Business hours are Monday to Friday, between 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. Please allow 2-3 business days for an email response. The privacy office is located at room 210 in Gilmour Hal, 1280 Main Street West, Hamilton ON L8S 4L8. To contact us, email privacy@mcmaster.ca
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          What's new in the Privacy Community?

              Check here for updates on privacy news and opportunities to grow your privacy awareness.



        
              
          
                    
  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Toronto Star  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Ontario privacy commissioner feels urgency to address 'Wild West' risks of AI            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 2, 2024

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CityNews Everywhere  ➚              
            

                    
            
              What tenants in Ontario need to know about privacy rights            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 2, 2024

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Wall Street Journal  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Is It Safe to Share Personal Information With a Chatbot?            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 2, 2024

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Vice  ➚              
            

                    
            
              ChatGPT Can Reveal Personal Information From Real People, Google Researchers Show            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 30, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CTV News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Apple's new NameDrop feature has some concerned with the privacy of their information            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 30, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Compel social media apps to toughen their privacy, trust practices, Parliament told            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 30, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Lexology  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Legislation introduced in Ontario requiring disclosure of salary ranges and AI use in hiring            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 30, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Biometric Update  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Online shoppers need stronger authentication to fight fraud this Christmas: Prove survey            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 21, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Sophos News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Top 10 tips to protect your privacy and safety during the online shopping season and beyond            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 21, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Office of Privacy Commissioner of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy Commissioner appears before Parliament to discuss proposals to modernize federal privacy law            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          October 23, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Biometric Update  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Canada privacy commissioner wants feedback on new biometric data processing guidelines            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          October 13, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Google is covered by Canada’s privacy law, Federal Court of Appeal rules            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          October 6, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy Commissioner discusses proposals to advance privacy law reform and better address children’s privacy, risks of AI            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          September 29, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Fasken  ➚              
            

                    
            
              New Administrative Penalties for Contraventions of Ontario’s Health Privacy Law            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          August 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Bookending my year as the IPC’s first Scholar-in-Residence            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          August 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CBC News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              So you gave personal info to a company caught in a data breach. Now what?            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          August 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Joint statement on data scraping and the protection of privacy            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          August 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Michael Geist  ➚              
            

                    
            
              The Law Bytes Podcast, Episode 173: Tom Cardoso on Access to Information and the Globe and Mail’s Secret Canada Initiative            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          July 18, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                LAW Times  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Information and Privacy Commissioner and Human Rights Commission call for ‘guardrails’ on AI use            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 6, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                LAW Times  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy commissioner finds COVID-19 programs largely protected privacy rights            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 6, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Joint statement by the Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario and the Ontario Human Rights Commission on the use of AI technologies            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 29, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Forbes  ➚              
            

                    
            
              ChatGPT’s Use In Medicine Raises Questions Of Security, Privacy, Bias            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Red Clover  ➚              
            

                    
            
              ChatGPT and AI: Crucial Considerations for Businesses (Podcast)            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 25, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Consumer Reports  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Smart Appliances Promise Convenience and Innovation. But Is Your Privacy Worth the Price?            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 20, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                DarkReading  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Popular Fitness Apps Leak Location Data Even When Users Set Privacy Zones            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 20, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Global News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Liberal Party of Canada fights privacy rules for parties as government mulls legislation            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 13, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CTV News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Quebec looks to share mental health information with police following death of SQ officer            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 5, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CBC News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Federal privacy watchdog probing OpenAI, ChatGPT following complaint            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 5, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                EuroNews.Next  ➚              
            

                    
            
              'No excuse' for AI developers to get data privacy wrong, warns UK data regulator            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 5, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Canadian-based ticketing agency admits data breach, and more on the proposed halt to AI systems            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 3, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Reuters  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Italy bans ChatGPT chatbot and launches probe over privacy concerns            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 3, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Scientific American  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Mining Mountains of Personal Health Data            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 3, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Breaking news: Canadian privacy commissioners investigating TikTok            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 24, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Digit News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Want to Understand that Privacy Policy? Better Get a Degree First            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 17, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Law Bytes Podcast  ➚              
            

                    
            
              The Law Bytes Podcast, Episode 154: The House is Back – A Preview of Canadian Digital Policy as Parliament Resumes            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 3, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Youtube - OpenMedia Channal  ➚              
            

                    
            
              OpenMedia Presents: A Conversation on Privacy & Public Space            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 3, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IPC  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy Day 2023: A positive diagnosis for privacy            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          February 2, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Kamloops This Week  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy commissioner cites challenges with artificial intelligence            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 31, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                TechTarget  ➚              
            

                    
            
              How AI governance and data privacy go hand in hand            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 23, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Digital Preservation Coalition  ➚              
            

                    
            
              File format recommendations - I wouldn’t say they are unacceptable, but I wouldn’t recommend them either            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 23, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                BetaKit  ➚              
            

                    
            
              AI REGULATION IS COMING. WHAT’S CANADA’S APPROACH?            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 23, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CBC Politics  ➚              
            

                    
            
              As TikTok faces data-harvesting claims, spy agency warns Canadians to protect themselves            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 23, 2023

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Is privacy possible on the Internet? An interview with Neeva founder and former Google exec Sridhar Ramaswamy            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          December 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                The Squamish Chief  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Shoppers warned to watch out as online scams reach all-time high            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          December 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IAPP  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Synthetic data a key to privacy by design practices in new Canadian smart city partnership            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          December 6, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                EURACTIV  ➚              
            

                    
            
              EU settles rules for accessing electronic evidence across borders            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          December 6, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                DarkReading  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Why the Culture Shift on Privacy and Security Means Today's Data Looks Different            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 30, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CanadianLawyer  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Canadian privacy commissioner attends 44th Global Privacy Assembly in Istanbul            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 25, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                OPC News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              A vision for privacy: Rights, trust and public interest            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 18, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Transparency shines bright during Right to Know Week 2022            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          September 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                How-To-Geek  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Proton Drive is a Privacy-First Google Drive Alternative            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          September 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Press Books  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Finding and Using Openly Licensed Images: A Quick Guide for Students            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          September 9, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Scientific American  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Data Vu: Why Breaches Involve the Same Stories Again and Again            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          July 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                National Security and Intelligence Review Agency  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Study of the Government of Canada’s Use of Biometrics in the Border Continuum            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          July 15, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Global News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Traveller used AirTag to track luggage lost for 5 days after flying from Toronto            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          July 8, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Popular Science  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Facial recognition works on seals. No, really.            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          July 8, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                NewsWire  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Demystifying Digital ID with Beyond: a KPMG in Canada Cyber Podcast            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 29, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Parliament of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              BILL C-26: An Act respecting cyber security, amending the Telecommunications Act and making consequential amendments to other Acts            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 15, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Cision  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Government introduces new legislation to protect Canada's cyber security            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 15, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Information and Privacy Commissioner Re-Affirms Call for Ontario Private Sector Privacy Law            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          June 15, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Enforcing Canada’s Anti-Spam Legislation (CASL)            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 18, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              The State of Digital ID in Canada            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 18, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Ripe for public debate: Legal and ethical issues around de-identified data            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 18, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              OPC issues Interpretation Bulletin on sensitive information            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 17, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IPC  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Protecting Patient Privacy – Information and Privacy Commissioner releases new guidance on mandatory reporting of health information breaches            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 16, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Psychology Today  ➚              
            

                    
            
              AI Detects Cancer and Preserves Privacy With Blockchain            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 16, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Zenodo  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Sensitive Data Toolkit for Researchers Part 2: Human Participant Research Data Risk Matrix            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 5, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                TechRepublic  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Mozilla privacy survey finds mental health and prayer apps fail privacy test pretty spectacularly            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 5, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                National Post  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy commissioner to investigate 'shocking' potential privacy breach of dozens of CRA whistleblowers            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 4, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Cision  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Ontario's privacy commissioner joins national call for legal limits on the use of facial recognition technology by police            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          May 3, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Access at issue: The challenge of accessing our collective memory            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Dalhousie University  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Canada: PUBLIC HEALTH, PRIVATE DATA: COEXISTENCE NOT ONLY POSSIBLE, IT’S CRITICAL            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          April 7, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                LAW Times  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy commissioner urges Ontario government to amend proposed electronic monitoring legislation            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 29, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Bakersfield.com  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Getty Images Launches Industry-First Model Release Supporting Data Privacy in Artificial Intelligence            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 22, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                BLG  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Canada’s privacy leaders            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 11, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                CHOQFM  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy protection in Ontario, where do we stand? Interview with Patricia Kosseim, Information and Privacy Commissioner            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 2, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner of Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Building privacy into pilot projects            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 2, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Data Privacy Best Practices Workshop            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          March 2, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                InfoSecurity  ➚              
            

                    
            
              #DataPrivacyWeek: The Best Kept Secrets About Data Privacy            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Cyber Security Today, Jan, 26, 2022 – Data Privacy week reminder, corporate Instagram accounts held for ransom, and more            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Channel Daily News  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Data Privacy Week: Organizations see strong ROI on privacy spending, says Cisco            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 28, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Auld Lang “Send”: let’s end email blunders and resolve to do better in 2022            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                IT World Canada  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy in Canada: The Year in Review, and predictions for 2022            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                National Post  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Joel Trenaman: The Canadian lab that exposed a critical flaw that left Apple devices vulnerable            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Information and Privacy Commission Office  ➚              
            

                    
            
              IPC Privacy Day Webcast: Empowering a New Generation of Digital Citizens            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          January 20, 2022

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                ITProPortal  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Designing the future of data ownership: Embracing privacy by design on a deeper level            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          December 20, 2021

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Margot Note Consulting LLC  ➚              
            

                    
            
              https://www.margotnote.com/blog/privacy-and-archives            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 25, 2021

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                RBM: Journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Privacy in Public Archives: Managing Personally Identifiable Information in Special Collections            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 25, 2021

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Los Angeles Times  ➚              
            

                    
            
              Is your Christmas present spying on you? How to assess gifts’ privacy risks            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 25, 2021

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                News.com.au  ➚              
            

                    
            
              What is meta data? Big privacy mistake iPhone users make            
          

          
            Privacy

          

        

        
          November 25, 2021

        

      

    

  



  
    
      
                  
                      

                
                      
              
                Axios  ➚              
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